Preliminary experience with the Hutson-Russell loop cutaneous choledochojejunostomy.
In 1984, the use of a choledochojejunocutaneous fistula was described to allow balloon dilation of benign biliary strictures. Later, the use of the technique to obtain repeated access to the biliary tree in a larger series of patients was reported. The experience provided a foundation for the application of the technique in nine patients at Wilford Hall United States Air Force Medical Center. Represented were a variety of benign and malignant disorders. Six patient reports are offered from this preliminary experience to demonstrate the range of problems lending themselves to the use of the Hutson-Russell loop. Suggestions for present and future applications of the versatile choledochojejunocutaneous loop are included.